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Southwell
A hidden gem, a great day out
Southwell is a charming, unspoilt market town in Nottinghamshire, and home to 
the spectacular Norman cathedral, Southwell Minster – regarded as one of the most 
outstanding buildings in England. 

Visitors approaching the town will first see the Minster’s west towers, capped by 
the famous lead ‘pepper-pots’, redolent of the ecclesiastical architecture of northern 
France and unique in this country. The 13th-century Chapter House contains 
outstanding medieval stone carvings known as ‘The Leaves of Southwell’. 

The town is a designated Conservation Area and has many impressive Georgian 
buildings, which can be best appreciated by following the many Heritage Trails. 
Visitors will discover the town’s associations with Charles I, the poet Lord Byron, and 
the Bramley Apple. Southwell boasts a 15th-century inn – The Saracen’s Head, and 
several other welcoming pubs. There are excellent cafés and tearooms, and a wide 
range of independent and specialist shops. Within 15 minutes’ walk of the town is 
The Workhouse (restored by the National Trust), and Southwell Racecourse is a five 
minute drive away. 

Southwell is a delightful place: visitors who come here are in for a treat.

For more information please contact Southwell Tourist Information Centre, The Minster Centre,  
Church Street NG25 0HD. Tel 01636 819038. Email info@southwellevents.com

www.experiencenottinghamshire.com      www.southwellevents.com

Our concert venues: Southwell Minster and The Great Hall

The Workhouse               Byron’s home, Burgage Manor        King Street

Welcome

Southwell is the perfect place for a festival. But please don’t take our word for 
it – come, look and listen.

I am delighted that so many brilliant musical friends and colleagues have 
generously agreed to take part in our inaugural Festival: they come from 
leading orchestras and vocal groups across the country and several have local 
connections. This ensemble of outstanding singers and instrumentalists, and 
the enthusiastic support of the community, will make the Festival very special.

Creation and Commemoration are our twin themes this year. The centrepiece 
of the programme is Haydn’s masterpiece The Creation – performed in the 
sublime medieval Minster by young soloists of international renown, with a 
professional choir and orchestra. Our more intimate concerts – including a 
commemoration of the outbreak of the First World War – take place in the 
historic Great Hall next door.

As well as bringing some of Britain’s very best young professional musicians 
to Southwell, the Festival will be a platform for local performers and especially 
for emerging talent – both in the main programme and in our fringe events.

Southwell is home to a community of distinguished visual artists and I am 
delighted that the 2014 Southwell Artists’ Open Studios will take place 
alongside the Festival.

With all this, and the many attractions of the town and surrounding 
countryside, there can be no better place to spend the August Bank Holiday.

Marcus Farnsworth
Founder and Artistic Director

Watch an introduction to the Festival at www.southwellmusicfestival.com

mailto:info%40southwellmusicfestival.com?subject=
http://www.experiencenottinghamshire.com
http://www.southwellevents.com
http://www.southwellmusicfestival.com
http://marcusfarnsworth.com/


Friday 22 August ● Southwell Minster The Great Hall ● Friday 22 August

12.15pm

Festival Upbeat 
A selection of chamber and solo works  
performed by Festival artists including former  
Minster School student Anna Croad (violin),  
Matthew Gee (Principal Trombone of the  
Royal Philharmonic Orchestra), and rising star  
Alison Rose (soprano).

Admission free with a retiring collection 
No advance booking or tickets

Part of the Minster’s ‘Lunchtime at the Cathedral’ series

10pm

Light out of Darkness
This sequence of words and music explores creation and new beginnings, and 
combines exquisite beauty in sound and in stone. A rare chance to experience 
the profound tranquillity of Southwell Minster after dark by candlelight.

Repertoire to include
Copland In the beginning
MacMillan In splendoribus sanctorum
Martin Adam lay ybounden
Whitacre Lux aurumque

Southwell Festival Voices 
Victoria Newlyn speaker
Martha McLorinan mezzo soprano
Robin Totterdell trumpet
Marcus Farnsworth conductor

Tickets £10
Concession for 18 years and under £8 
Golden Tickets* for 18 years and under £3 

Christine Measures

David Willetts

* For details, see Golden Tickets for Young People at the back of this brochure

7.30pm

Chamber Classics
Mendelssohn Octet in E flat, Op. 20
Mozart Quintet for piano & winds in E flat, K452
Brahms Liebeslieder Walzer, Op. 52

Performed by the Southwell Festival Chamber Soloists 

These three contrasting chamber works are among the most inspiring ever 
written. The performers are leading members of the ensemble of musicians  
taking part in the Festival, all of whom work with distinguished orchestras  
and groups, and as soloists, across the UK and beyond.

How better to begin our Festival than to enjoy highly talented musicians –  
string players, wind players, pianists and singers – interpreting some of the 
world’s finest chamber music?

Tickets £20
Concession for 18 years and under £15 
Golden Tickets for 18 years and under £5 

Sponsored by Derek and Wendy Chetwin

Lorna West
bassoon

Nicolas Fleury
horn

Alison Rose
soprano

Carris Jones
mezzo soprano

Nick Pritchard
tenor

William Townend
bass

Nathaniel Boyd
cello

Karel Bredenhorst
cello

James Baillieu
piano

Elizabeth Burgess
piano

Lucinda Sprague
oboe

David Campbell
clarinet

Jamie Campbell 
violin

Hannah Dawson
violin

Natalie Klouda
violin

Laura Lutzke
violin

Ruth Gibson
viola

Simon Tandree
viola



1pm, The Great Hall

Piano Recital 

Jeneba Kanneh-Mason
Winner of the 2013 Nottingham Young Musician competition

Mozart Sonata in C, K330 
Schubert Impromptus Op. 90, nos 2 & 3
Liszt Gnomenreigen
Glinka/Balakirev The Lark
Chopin Fantasie Impromptu
Moszkowski Caprice Espagnole

Jeneba Kanneh-Mason is 12 years old and attends Trinity Catholic School  
in Nottingham and the Royal Academy of Music Junior department, studying 
piano and cello. Jeneba started piano lessons at the age of 5 and gained 
Grade 8 with Distinction when she was 9. This performance by one of 
Nottinghamshire’s most accomplished young musicians is not to be missed! 

Tickets £12
Concession for 18 years and under £5 
Golden Tickets for 18 years and under £3 

Saturday 23 August Saturday 23 August

10am, The Great Hall

The Southwell Masterclass

A unique opportunity for local young musicians to be  
tutored by visiting professional musicians of national and  
international standing. As well as benefiting the performers,  
the Masterclass will provide a fascinating insight into the  
process of classical music making, which will enrich the  
audience’s understanding and appreciation of future  
performances.

Places are limited; however, if you are a young  
musician aged 18 or under and are at least  
Grade 8 standard, please contact  
info@southwellmusicfestival.com with details  
of your instrument/voice type to express your  
interest.

Admission free
No advance booking or tickets 
Entry subject to availability

Sponsored jointly by Professor Margaret Evans  
and Southwell Folio magazine

We also recommend:

Lincolnshire International Chamber Music Festival | 12–17 August 2014

Southwell Music Festival is pleased to be working in partnership  
with Lincolnshire International Chamber Music Festival  
(LICMF) to promote the performance of high quality  
classical music in venues of distinction.

Like our own Festival, LICMF is directed by a local musician – 
the brilliant pianist Ashley Wass, originally from Skegness. 

For details visit www.licmf.org.uk

“Southwell Music Festival aims to provide a 
platform for young and emerging artists and 
Jeneba is a young talent of immense promise.”

Marcus Farnsworth

mailto:info%40southwellmusicfestival.com?subject=
http://www.licmf.org.uk


Saturday 23 August

Tickets £12 (restricted view), £18, £22
Concessions for 18 years and under £7 (restricted view), £15, £20
Golden Tickets for 18 years and under £5

Sponsored by Ian Clarke Wealth Management

The Creation (Die Schöpfung) is considered by many to be Haydn’s 
masterpiece: it is also one of the greatest and most original works in 
the choral repertoire. 

The oratorio depicts and celebrates the creation of the world as 
described in the Book of Genesis and in Milton’s great poem 
Paradise Lost.

This performance of The Creation is given by highly regarded young 
soloists who appear regularly at leading opera houses, concert and 
recital halls in Britain and overseas, and a professional choir and 
orchestra. The conductor is Marcus Farnsworth, whose memorable 
direction of Britten’s War Requiem at Manchester’s Bridgewater Hall 
demonstrated his special conducting talent.

The epic nature of the subject, the drama of the music, and  
music-making of the highest calibre promise a memorable occasion.

“one of the handful of leading  
bass-baritones of his generation”
Voix des Arts

“the most gifted and promising  
English tenor for at least a generation”
The Spectator

“... pure sunshine”
The Telegraph

Southwell Festival Voices
Southwell Festival Sinfonia

Conducted by Marcus Farnsworth

7.30pm, Southwell Minster
And God said: ‘Let there be light!’

And there was light.

Franz Joseph Haydn 

The Creation
       Sophie Bevan        Andrew Staples    Andrew Foster-Williams*

                soprano                                    tenor                                    bass

* Appearance sponsored by Chris Ball

http://www.andrewfosterwilliams.com/home.html
http://www.askonasholt.co.uk/artists/singers/soprano/sophie-bevan
http://www.ajrstaples.com/


10.30am & 3.30pm, Southwell Minster

Festival Worship
Southwell Festival Voices, Southwell Festival  
Sinfonia and organist Philip Rushforth lead  
worship at Sung Eucharist and Choral Evensong.  
Repertoire will include works by Mozart, Leighton  
and Walton. 

7.30pm, The Great Hall

To Those Who Died
Commemorating the outbreak of the First World War

Rorem War Scenes, a cycle of five songs for voice & piano 
Vaughan Williams On Wenlock Edge
Gurney Preludes for solo piano
Elgar Quintet in A minor for piano & string quartet, Op. 84

Andrew Staples tenor
Marcus Farnsworth baritone
James Baillieu piano
Elizabeth Burgess piano
Southwell Festival Chamber Soloists 

War Scenes by the contemporary American composer Ned Rorem, set to 
texts by Walt Whitman, is a searing indictment of the futility of war, written 
in reaction to Vietnam. The remaining works were written just before, or just 
after, the Great War by leading English composers of the time. The performers 
are some of the most exciting young recitalists in Britain today.

Tickets £18
Concession for 18 years and under £12 
Golden Tickets for 18 years and under £5 

Sponsored by Mrs Susan Dawson in memory of her late husband  
Mr Keith Cottee

Informal performance 2pm, Southwell Minster

Rehearsal 10am–1pm, The Great Hall

Come and Sing Haydn
This event is an opportunity for choral enthusiasts to be a part of the Festival 
celebrations and to perform alongside the professional artists in Haydn’s Mass 
in Time of War (nicknamed Paukenmesse – ‘Kettledrum Mass’). This deeply 
moving and yet joyous work was written during the Napoleonic Wars.

Participant fee £15
Concession for 18 years and under £10
Golden Tickets for 18 years and under £5

Informal performance: free attendance with a retiring collection
No advance booking or tickets

3.30pm, Southwell Minster

Organ Recital
Simon Hogan

Simon Hogan, one of Britain’s most talented young  
organists, is Assistant Director of Music at Southwell  
Minster. His all-English programme brings together  
arrangements of works by leading 20th-century  
composers and a major work by one of the century’s  
supreme organist-composers – Sir Edward Bairstow. 

Bairstow Sonata in E flat
Elgar (arr. Farrington) Pomp and Circumstance Marches Nos 3 and 5
Vaughan Williams Rhosymedre
Walton (arr. Gower) Popular Song (from Façade)

Admission free with a retiring collection
No advance booking or tickets

Part of the Southwell Minster Organ Recitals series

Sunday 24 August Monday 25 August

http://www.simonhogan.co.uk/index.php?id=555


10am–5pm daily

Southwell Artists’ Open Studios 

Southwell is home to a significant group of 
established visual artists: their sixth biennial 
Open Studios event takes visitors on a trail of 
discovery through the historic town. 

Visitors are invited to follow a simple walking 
route, stopping off at the studios and homes 
of artists along the way. A wide range of visual 
media will be on display, featuring the work of 
more than a dozen artists and guest artists living 
in, or having an association with, the town. 

All the artists will be present to discuss their 
work and to answer questions. To keep everyone 
refreshed, tea and cakes will be available. 

A small charge of £4 is made (children up to 
15 free of charge) which can be paid at any 
venue and gives access to all the studios for 
the duration of the Open Studios weekend. 
All profits this year go to the Southwell Care 
Project – a charity which supports local people 
with learning disabilities and their families. 

The Southwell Artists are looking forward to 
welcoming you. All details relating to the Open 
Studios weekend, the artists, the map of the 
route and venues will be available nearer the 
time. 

For further information about the Southwell 
Artists’ Open Studios event, visit the website, 
email info@southwellartists.co.uk or phone 
Maggy Milner on 01636 814987.

Festival Fringe

Friday 22 August Sunday 24 August

2–3pm, outside The Old Theatre Deli 5–6pm, Southwell Methodist Church
Jiallo Jazz Wind Ensemble arranged  
 by Terry Gill
4–5pm, Southwell Methodist Church
Vocal Fringe featuring East Midlands  
Youth Voices and Minstery of Sound

Saturday 23 August

3–4pm, The Garden, Bishop’s Manor
Roisin Hickey (harp) and past & present  
members of Nottingham Youth Orchestra

4.30–5.30pm, Southwell Library
‘Byron in Southwell’ – A lecture by  
Geoffrey Bond, Vice President of  
the Byron Society, London

Saturday 23 & Sunday 24 August Throughout the Festival

Jill Langford

Stuart Blackwood

Peter Cartwright

Maggy Milner
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All events are free 

No advance booking or tickets 
Where applicable, entry subject  
to availability

Collections in aid of Framework – supporting 
local people who are homeless or vulnerable

Full details of the Fringe will be announced on  
www.southwellmusicfestival.com in August. 
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Become a Festival Friend
Southwell Music Festival will be a special musical celebration. For the Festival Friends 
– our most valued supporters – we want it to be particularly rewarding. There are 
three adult memberships – Gold, Silver and Bronze – with benefits including priority 
booking, special ticket prices, free programme books, a regular Friends’ newsletter and 
a reception to meet the artists. 

There is also a dedicated Young Friends membership for people aged 21 and under. 
Costing only £5, its benefits include the opportunity to attend rehearsals, and free 
tickets on the door for any performance subject to availability. 

To enjoy these exclusive benefits – and to support this new artistic venture – please 
visit www.southwellmusicfestival.com/friends or call 01663 764012.

Friends Booking

By post: please use the enclosed booking form or download a form from 
www.southwellmusicfestival.com/tickets

By email: please visit www.southwellmusicfestival.com/tickets to download a form: 
complete it on your PC and email to tickets@southwellmusicfestival.com

Payment: cheque or online bank transfer – details on the booking form. 

Friends will enjoy exclusive booking priority as follows:

 Gold Friends  Monday 14 – Sunday 20 April

 Silver Friends  Monday 21 – Sunday 27 April 

 Bronze Friends  Monday 28 April – Sunday 4 May

Golden Tickets for Young People
Through the generous support of Lady Warner – Southwell’s very own Willy Wonka – 
100 Golden Tickets for £5 or less are available. BUT you must buy them from the 
Cathedral Shop from 12 May onwards, you have to be 18 or under on the day of the 
concert (bring something to prove it when you buy your Golden Ticket), and it’s only 
one per person. Hurry – when they’re gone, they’re gone!

Booking Information
The Festival Friends scheme benefits include priority booking in advance of tickets going 
on sale to the general public. The limited capacity of the Great Hall may mean that tickets 
sell out quickly.

Book by Post or Email

Post the enclosed booking form or download a form to complete on your PC from  
www.southwellmusicfestival.com/tickets and email to tickets@southwellmusicfestival.com. 
Postal and email booking opens to the general public on Monday 5 May. Ticket applications 
received prior to 5 May will not be processed before that date. 

Payment: cheque or online bank transfer. There are no administrative charges.

Book by Phone or In Person

Phone and in-person booking opens to the general public on Monday 12 May at the 
Southwell Cathedral Shop, Minster Centre, Church Street, Southwell NG25 0HD. 
Telephone: 01636 812933. Opening times: Monday–Saturday 9.30am–5pm; Sunday 
12.30pm–4.30pm. The shop charges £2 per transaction to process phone bookings.

Payment: debit/credit cards or cash are accepted. The Cathedral Shop does not accept 
cheques.

General Information and Conditions

Postal and email bookings will be processed in order of receipt of a fully completed booking form plus cheque for 
the price, or a fully completed booking form with bank transfer for the price. Every effort will be made to process 
applications as quickly as possible. Tickets for postal, email and phone applications will be despatched to buyers by 
ordinary second class post or may be collected from the Cathedral Shop. General booking questions – NOT ticket 
purchase – will be answered on 01636 816393 (office hours please). The Festival cannot accept any responsibility 
for postal failures or delays. In the event of over-subscription for any concert, the Festival reserves the right to 
allocate tickets in such manner as it shall determine at its own absolute discretion. The Festival will refund in full any 
monies paid for tickets which cannot be allocated.

Concessions are available as indicated for audience members aged 18 and under on the date of the performance. 
All concessions and discounts are subject to availability and cannot be applied retrospectively. Discounts and 
concessions may not be combined: Friends discount prices are only available on full price tickets. If not sold one 
week before the performance, Golden Tickets will be released for general sale at full price.

The information published in this brochure is correct at the time of going to press. The organisers reserve the right 
to amend the programme in the event of unforeseen circumstances. Tickets are non-refundable except in the event 
of a performance being cancelled. 

http://www.southwellmusicfestival.com/friends
http://www.southwellmusicfestival.com/tickets
mailto:tickets%40southwellmusicfestival.com?subject=
http://www.southwellmusicfestival.com/tickets
mailto:tickets%40southwellmusicfestival.com?subject=


Directions and Access

Southwell is 14 miles north east of Nottingham on the A612 and 8 miles west of Newark. 
Regular trains from London Kings Cross reach Newark Northgate in around 1 hour 20 minutes. 
The Nottingham City Transport Pathfinder service (Bus 100) runs between Nottingham and 
Southwell every 20 minutes (Mon-Sat daytime) or every hour (Sundays and evenings): the 
journey time is up to one hour. For a timetable visit www.nctx.co.uk

♿ Southwell Minster has level access. The Great Hall may be reached by lift.
 

Keep in Touch / Spread the Word
 on Facebook at  on Twitter

 www.facebook.com/southwellmusicfestival @Southwell_Music

To receive news and updates, send an email with the word SUBSCRIBE in the Subject line to  
info@southwellmusicfestival.com or join by visiting www.southwellmusicfestival.com

Southwell Music Festival Limited

Founder and Artistic Director Marcus Farnsworth MA DipRAM
Associate Artistic Director Jamie Campbell MA
Held at Southwell Minster by kind permission of the Dean and Chapter

info@southwellmusicfestival.com
Southwell Music Festival Ltd, c/o The Liturgy and Music Office,
Minster Centre, Church Street, Southwell, Nottinghamshire NG25 0HD

Registered charity no: 1153135
A company registered in England and Wales and limited by guarantee: no. 8361306.  

www.southwellmusicfestival.com
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